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Meeting Agenda: 
11:00 am - 12:00 pm    Tee Times 
4:00 pm - 5:00 pm   Social Hour 

5:00 pm    Dinner  
Annual Meeting following dinner                  

 
 

Carts:  $18/per person 
(payable in Pro Shop) 

 
 

Meeting Fee:  $35 
(payable to NWPGCSA) 

Cash, checks or credit cards  
accepted 
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NWPGCSA, Inc.  
2018 Meeting 

Schedule 
 

Sunday, January 28th 
Ladies Day Party 

Venango Valley Inn & GC 
Venango, PA 

Host:  Durbin Loreno 
 
 

Thursday, April 26th 
Golf, Dinner,  

& Business Meeting 
Stoughton Acres Golf Course 

Butler, PA 
Host:  Van Smith 

 
 

Thursday, June 14th 
Golf & Dinner Meeting 

Lake View Country Club 
North East, PA 

Host:  Gordon Seliga 
 
 

Thursday, August 16th 
A Night At The Races 
Presque Isle Downs  

Erie, PA 
 
 

Wednesday, September 19th 
Golf, Dinner, & Annual Mtg. 

Lawrence Park Golf Club 
Harbor Creek, PA 

Hosts:  Nick Kunik & George 
Sperry, III 
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September Golf , Dinner & Annual Meeting 
At Lawrence Park Golf Club 

Wednesday, September 19, 2018 
(Cover photo is #11 in the foreground with #1 in the back-

ground next to Lake Erie) 

 
ABOUT THE HOST SUPERINTENDENT: 
 Nick Kunik began working at Lawrence Park Golf Club in 1997.  He 
attended Penn State University from 2004-2006 and graduated with a 2-year 
Turfgrass degree.  He became the assistant superintendent at Lawrence Park 
Golf Club in 2006 and then took over as superintendent in January of 2016 
when Jerry Rice retired.  He became a NWPGCSA member in 2013 and is 
currently serving a 2-year term on the NWPGCSA Board of Directors.  
Nick and his wife, Laura, have a 5-yr old son named Henry and a 2-yr old 
daughter named Lilah.  Nick’s hobbies include motorcycles, hunting, and 
fishing, although he couldn’t remember the last time he went fishing. He’s 
also quite a history buff.  What you may not know about Nick is that he’s 
been playing the piano since he was 7-years old!   
 
ABOUT THE COURSE: 
 Lawrence Park Golf Club was built in 1921 by G.E. for their em-
ployees and was designed by Alfred H. Tull. They brought a 2 sq. ft. piece 
of bentgrass sod over from Europe, stolonized it into several rows, harvest-
ed the stolons, and planted 9 greens with them.  Two of the original greens 
are still used today.  The other 9 holes were built in 1941 and designed by 
Club Pro, Carl Wendell.  The members bought the course in 1966, and it’s 
been a private club ever since.  There have only been 4 superintendents 
since 1921, and one of them was only employed for two years.  A major 
renovation was done in 1999-2000 by Ault/Clark, Jim Cervone, Architect.  
The total yardage is 6,631 with a par of 72. 
 
DIRECTIONS:    
From I-79:  Take I-79 North to Bayfront Parkway.  Continue on Bayfront 
Parkway to Wayne Street.  Turn right at light.  Turn left onto East 6th St.  
Continue east 3-4 miles (East 6th St. becomes East Lake Rd.)  Pass the GE 
plant on the right and come to a stoplight.  Go straight thru the stoplight and 
then make an immediate left at the Lighthouse Restaurant & Inn.  Go 1/4 
mile and turn left across the first bridge to the parking lot. 
 
From I-90:  Take Exit 32 (PA 430) towards Wesleyville.  Turn North onto 
Station Road and go 3.2 miles.  Turn right (East) onto US-20 (Buffalo 
Road) and go 0.2 miles.  Turn left (North) onto Water St. and go 1 mile 
(passing the GE plant).  Turn right (East) onto East Lake Rd (PA-5), and 
then make a quick left at the Lighthouse Restaurant & Inn.  Go 1/4 mile and 
turn left across the first bridge to the parking lot. 
 
RESERVATIONS are needed by Monday, September 17th.  Please call 
Julie Powell at (724) 421-7588 to make your reservation and arrange a tee 
time.  Guests are welcome. 
 
 
 



 

 

2018 Officers &  
Directors 

 
President 

Michael L. Bochert 
Venango Valley Inn & GC 

 

Vice President 
Kyle J.  Woodfield 

Whispering Woods Golf Club 
 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Bradley Chutz 
PG Lawn Care 

 

Directors 
Nicholas Kunik 

Lawrence Park Golf Club 
 

Justin V. Sudo 
The Kahkwa Club of Erie 

 

Thomas T. Davies, CGCS 
OakTree Country Club 

 
 

Commercial Director 
Michael Zedreck 

 
 

Executive Secretary/
Newsletter Editor 

Julie Powell 
(724) 421-7588 

nwpgcsa@zoominternet.net 
www.nwpgcsa.com 

President’s MessagePresident’s MessagePresident’s MessagePresident’s Message    
  
 I hope this final message from 
myself as your President finds you all in 
good spirits and health. It's the dog days 
of summer and we are all starting to feel 
the burn. Hang in there! We just have to 
make it through the fall grind—the time 
of the year where the staff hours decline 
but the work load increases. Aeration, 
leaves, turf growth, winterizing equip-
ment, bringing in tee markers, signs, etc 
etc.... it can be a bit overwhelming at 
times but never gets too bothersome be-
cause the end is near.  
 Some of you will start shooting 
your bows, others may head to the 

streams, others might pick up a good bottle of wine and set the alarm a bit 
later knowing that there will be frost the next morning, and hopefully you 
all spend quality time with your loved ones.  I've always tried to stress the 
importance of family time. You never know when the day will come that 
somebody will no longer be around.  
 Some of you may have noticed that my meeting attendance has been 
minimal this year. I don't want anybody to think that I have been slacking 
on my duties in my final year. I have been keeping a secret from everybody. 
It's still not something I want to share, but it helps emphasize the point of 
my last paragraph.  Earlier this year, my Dad was diagnosed with lung can-
cer. He is my hero to this day, my best friend in the whole world, and the 
guy who taught me everything about everything. He is the rock of the fami-
ly and looked up to by anybody who knows him.  
 He gave chemo and radiation a try and while it did reduce the cancer 
in his lymph nodes, the radiation took it's toll on him. His throat and insides 
are completely fried. He can't eat, barely drinks, and hurts all over. He has 
refused a feeding tube/life support of any kind. He does not want to go out 
like that. The suffering has been going on for the last 2 months, and his 
body has become so frail from malnourishment that he has finally thrown in 
the towel. The guy who never quit or gave up on anything in his life had to 
call it quits at the end. It happens so fast, and with that, always remember 
that tomorrow is not promised. SPEND TIME WITH YOUR LOVED 
ONES AND MAKE MEMORIES. One day, that may be all you have left.  
So with that said, I've been busy spending time with dad and helping my 
mom get through this. We are in the final days now and its only a matter of 
time before his suffering is over. It's been the hardest year of my life outside 
of work, but I have tried my best to give everybody everything I have left in 
me. 
  It has been a pleasure serving as your President these last 6 years. 
This is such a close association, and I admire how we all help each other out 
in times of need. Please don't change and stay humble and helpful to one 
another. I will do my best to make it to our final meeting of the year. It's im-
portant that you all try to attend this meeting as well.  
  

 
Sincerely, 

Michael Bochert 
 

Mike Bochert 
NWPGCSA President 

Supt., Venango Valley Inn & GC 
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From L to R:  Ron Berry, Kyle Woodfield, Rob Gor-
ing, & Eric Fisher 

Greater Pittsburgh GCSA 
Scholarship Tournament 

Winners! 
 A few of our NWPGCSA 
members were on the winning team 
at the recent Greater Pittsburgh 
GCSA’s Scholarship Tournament.  
Pictured from L to R are Andy Bates 
(GPGCSA President), Judd Pittler 
(superintendent at Hannastown Golf 
Club), Brad Chutz (NWPGCSA 
Treasurer), Steve Marofsky 
(NWPGCSA commercial member), 
& Al Geniviva (superintendent at 
Indiana Country Club).  Congratula-
tions gentlemen! 

 Host, Gordon Seliga pulled out all the stops for 
our June 14th meeting at Lake View Country Club.  The 
weather was perfect, and the golf course was immacu-
late!  The sun was too bright for my limited IPhone cam-
era skills as you can tell from the dark faces in the above 
picture, but I was a little better with my selfie with Scott 
Waltz on the right.  I was trying to capture the tree grow-
ing in the middle of the pond in the background, which is 
one of Lake View CC’s signature holes.  The above right 
picture is taken from a clubhouse window of one of our 
foursomes on the 18th green.  You can just see a piece of 
Lake Erie in the background.  All in all, a great day of 
fun, food, and fellowship! 



 

Thank You to Our 
Commercial Members! 

****************** 
Our Gold Patrons 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Our Silver Patrons 
BASF 

Crop Production Services 
Walker Supply Inc. 

 
 

Our Bronze Patrons 
E-Z-GO, A Textron Company 

Harrell’s 
Hodges Rash Company, Inc. 

Irrigation Technical Service Co. 
Keystone Turf Products 

Select Source 
Syngenta 

Weaver Golf & Turf Solutions 
Yamaha/Nuttall Golf Cars, Inc. 
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 Employment Opportunity  
 

Position Available Golf Course Superintendent  
South Hills Country Club  
4305 Brownsville Road  
Pittsburgh, PA 15236 
  
Type of Club Private, 18-Hole Golf Course  
 
Course Yardage 6,494 Rounds Played / Year 17,000  
 
Maintenance Budget $1,500,000  
 
Grass Species Present Greens: Poa Annua  
Tees: Bentgrass  
Fairways: Poa Annua  
 
Irrigation System System : Semi-Automatic  
Coverage: Greens, Tees, Fairways  
 
Key Employees Golf Course Superintendent, Assistant Superintendent, Fore-
man, Course Mechanic, Irrigation Specialist  
 
Job Description Course Maintenance, Course Construction Projects, Clubhouse 
Grounds Maintenance, Golf Car Maintenance, Budget Preparation, Purchasing 
Responsibility, Winter Road Maintenance  
 
Education Four Year Turfgrass Degree  
 
Job Requirements 5+ Years Previous Assistant Superintendent Experience  
 
PA Pesticide License Turfgrass, Ornamentals  
 
Candidate responsible to General Manager  
 
Professional Benefits GCSAA Dues & Expenses, Local Association Dues & 
Expenses, State Conference Expenses, Medical Plan, Life Insurance, Pension/
Retirement Plan, Paid Vacation (15 days), Paid Sick Leave (5 days), Perfor-
mance Bonus, Meals Provided on Job  
 
Starting Salary $90,000 - $110,000  
 
Application Deadline September 7, 2018  
 
Position Available Nov/Dec 2018  
 
Mail Resumes to Frank S. Hamschin Phone: 412-885-1100  
South Hills Country Club Fax: +412-885-1566  
4305 Brownsville Road  
Pittsburgh, PA 15236  
 
Email Resumes to fhamschin@southhillscc.org  
 
This information was provided by the Greater Pittsburgh Golf Course Superin-
tendents Association and must have their written permission to reuse. 
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2018 NWPGCSA Scholarship 
Award Winners 

President, Mike 
Bochert, presenting 
scholarship award 
plaques to Alexis 
Mills and Gordon 
Seliga, who accept-
ed on behalf of his 
son, Brandon Seliga 
at our August Social 
Event at Presque 
Isle Downs, Erie, 
PA on Thursday, 
August 16, 2018. 
 
 
Brandon Seliga 
could not join us on 
August 16th  due to 
work conflicts, but 
he is pictured below 
with his scholarship 
award plaque. 

 Our 2018 NWPGCSA  
Scholarship Award Winners 
each received $2,500 that 
was paid directly to their col-
lege or university.   
 Alexis Mills is the 
daughter of Bob and Amy 
Mills.  Bob is the owner/
superintendent of Spring Val-
ley Golf & Lodge in Mercer, 
PA.  Alexis is a senior major-
ing in Early Childhood Edu-
cation with a minor in Spe-
cial Education at Slippery 
Rock University and is carry-
ing a 3.75 Grade Point Aver-
age. 
 Brandon Seliga is the 
son of Gordon and Renee 
Seliga.  Gordon is the super-
intendent of Lake View 
Country Club in North East, 
PA.  Brandon is a sophomore 
majoring in Commercial Mu-

sic Technology at Berklee 
College of Music in Boston, 
MA and is carrying a 4.0 
Grade Point Average.   
 It is important to note 
that Brandon’s father, Gor-
don, was the first ever recipi-
ent of a NWPGCSA 
Turfgrass Scholarship!  How 
satisfying to know that the 
scholarship program that be-
gan so many years ago with 
Ken Quast has grown and 
thrived and has now awarded 
a scholarship to the first re-
cipient’s child!  Ken Quast 
was the owner of Shamrock 
Golf Course in Slippery 
Rock, PA, and he donated 
$50 to start the NWPGCSA 
Turfgrass Scholarship pro-
gram.  Van Smith and Wes 
Milton  ran with that dona-
tion and started their Schol-



 

arship Tournaments which Van continues to run 
to this day.  Then several years ago with the 
scarcity of turfgrass interns in our area, Joe 
Giardina suggested opening the scholarships up 
to both turf and non-turf majors as long as the 
non-turf majors were children or grandchildren 
of our members, and the board at that time 
wholeheartedly agreed.  Anticipating an in-
creased number of applicants, Durbin Loreno 
came up with the idea to increase revenue to the 
scholarship fund with the NWPGCSA Scholar-
ship Fund Raffle Ticket sale.  Many of our 
members have been donating rounds of golf 
with carts as prizes to that fundraising effort for 
several years now. 
 The highlight of all this fundraising is 
when we get to make the awards to some very 
deserving and exemplary young men and wom-
en.  It’s a special treat when we get to actually 
meet them as we did on August 16th at Presque 
Isle Downs.  Alexis Mills was able to attend 
with her parents, Bob and Amy Mills (upper 
right and middle right with Dave and Judy 
McGhee).  Also in attendance was President, 
Mike Bochert, Rob Goring, Kyle Woodfield, 
Gordon Seliga, and new Assistant Superinten-
dent member, Jason Jung (upper left) as well as 
Fred Marklow, Buddy and Terese Stallone, and 
Gus & Tina Paul (bottom right). 
 We wish Alexis and Brandon continued 
success as they pursue their educational goals! 
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 The entire Board of Directors of NWPGCSA will be elected at our Annual Meeting on Wednesday, 
September 19, 2018 at Lawrence Park Golf Club.  THEREFORE, IT IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT 
THAT AS MANY OF OUR CLASS A (superintendents with 3 or more years experience) AND CLASS 
B (superintendents with less than 3 years experience) MEMBERS AS POSSIBLE ATTEND THIS 
MEETING.  We need to have a quorum present to make the results of the election official.  As stated in our 
bylaws, a quorum is at least 25% of our Class A and B members. 
 
 Thank you to all the following members who agreed to have their names listed on the following ballot.  
Thank you, as well, to the officers and directors who have been serving the association for the past two years.  
It is exciting to see a nice mixture of members who are willing to continue their service to the board along 
with some new names that have agreed to serve.  Here is the 2018 Slate of Officers and Directors of 
NWPGCSA: 
 
 President - Kyle Woodfield, superintendent at Whispering Woods Golf Club, Erie, PA 

 Vice President - Nick Kunik, superintendent at Lawrence Park Golf Club, Erie, PA 

 Secretary/Treasurer - Mike Masterson, superintendent at Grove City Country Club, Grove City, PA 

 Director - Buddy Stallone, superintendent at Cross Creek Resort, Titusville, PA 

 Director - Justin Sudo, superintendent at The Kahkwa Club of Erie 

 Director - Still looking for a volunteer 

 Commercial Director - Rob Goring, sales manager for Weaver Golf & Turf Solutions, Jamestown, NY 

 
All positions are for 2-year terms.  Nominations from the floor will be accepted as long as the nominee is pre-
sent and willing to serve if elected.   
 
Mike Bochert will continue to serve on the board for the next two years as Past President.  A huge thank you 
to Mike for serving as our President for the past 6 YEARS! 

 

Slate of Officers & Directors for 
2019-2020 
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2018 Penn State Turf and Ornamentals 
Field Day in Review

Despite the threat of severe thunderstorms and high winds, over 200 pro-
fessional landscapers, grounds managers, golf course superintendents, 
sports turf managers, and others interested in management of turf and 
landscape plantings traveled to the University Park campus on Aug. 8 to 
see the latest in management trends and research from Penn State’s 
College of Agricultural Sciences during Turf and Ornamentals Field Day. 

The event took place at the Joseph Valentine Turfgrass Research Center 
and the Arboretum at Penn State. Participants had the option of attending 
sessions on management and identification of ornamental plants, visiting 

the plant disease clinic and soil/tissue test lab, or touring turfgrass research plots. The turf portion of the program included 
a golf session that focused on the use of UAVs (drones) as a research and management tool; introduction of a new Penn 
State bentgrass cultivar; bentgrass nutrition; as well as disease, insect, and earthworm management studies. A lawn care/
sports turf track covered irrigation system audits, Technologies for Testing Methods for Athletic Field Safety, turfgrass culti-
var trials, fertilizer evaluations, and weed control studies. 

At the end of the day, about 80 participants relaxed at a barbeque at the State College Spikes baseball stadium. Penn 
State Turfgrass and Ornamentals Field Days are held every other year, and the next event will be in August of 2020. 
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Landseer Changing Perception, One Storybook 
At A Time 

 

 
 Delphine Tseng is the Founder and President of Landseer Communications & 
Consulting. Landseer is a company comprised of passionate writers, artists, engineers, 
and innovators who strive to tell the stories and connect the dots, to break the myth and 
encourage the next generation of independent thinkers, all within the context of golf. In 
a nutshell, their design team makes creative storybooks for golf courses. 
  
 At this year’s National Golf Day, Delphine met Craig Kirby, Founder of Golf. 
My Future. My Game., an organization that helps raise awareness of the values, cama-
raderie, lessons and opportunities that golf offers, particularly within underrepresented 
communities of color. Together, the two of them recognized an opportunity for collab-
oration.  
 
 Now, several months later, they are pleased to share that Landseer’s work 
“Fauna, Flora, and Fun! A Nature’s Guide for Golfers” will be introduced to all D.C. 

public libraries coming August. This same publication was handed out to spectators at the recent Quicken 
Loans National at TPC Potomac. In fact, Delphine has interacted with more than 15,000 spectators over the 
last several years, over 2,000 just last week! As she travels to tournaments, she distributes coloring books that 
are custom-made for the hosting golf course and local wildlife. Delphine and I connected over the phone, and 
here is what I learned:  
 
 Delphine launched her golf career working at a local golf club, Edison Club in NY, and for Audubon 
International (AI). As her experience accumulated, she saw a need for helping superintendents tell their envi-
ronmental stories. “Superintendents are humble and don’t have a lot of time to brag, so I wanted to brag for 
them,” Delphine says. Back in college when Delphine was studying to be a civil engineer but also loved play-
ing golf, friends would call her a hypocrite because she was an environmentalist and golfer. But over time she 
realized these two attributes were not mutually exclusive.  
 
 Over her years in the industry, anytime she has gone to a golf course, superintendents have been will-
ing to share test results and data illustrating the course’s clean water or wildlife inventory, but she wondered 
how she could communicate these things to the public in a more digestible context. So, she started to develop 
storybooks. While AI was great work, she knew she needed to move on to start Landseer and take her passion 
to the next level. The relationships she cultivated through AI have still proven beneficial, and the industry has 
been extremely receptive to her vision and goals with Landseer as her company continues to grow.  
 
 When Delphine met Craig Kirby, he instantly loved Landseer’s books and thought he could leverage 
his relationships to get the book in to D.C. libraries. Fast forward to present day, and this aspiration has be-
come a reality. Delphine would also like to find a way to give attendees of First Green field trips a take-home 
storybook to help spread golf’s message and give kids something to remember the day by.   
 
 Delphine is quick to credit her husband, Andrew Wilson, Director of Agronomy at Bethpage State 
Park, as a great resource and supportive partner through this whimsical journey she finds herself in the middle 
of. In fact, she just finished up a piece for Golf Channel International, an experience that she doesn’t take for 
granted. She also credits Kevin Doyle, GCSAA Field Staff in the Northeast for his collaboration as Landseer 
has grown.  
 
 If you are interested in creating a storybook for your golf course, take a look at her existing book 
(http://bit.ly/2KPK5DL), check out her website (landseercc.com), find her on Twitter (@VoixdeDelphine & 
@LandseerCC), or via email (delphinetseng@landseercc.com). The process for developing a storybook is 
smooth, and only requires some conversation and sharing of golf course photographs.   

Chase Rogan 
GCSAA Field Rep. 
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Yellow Nutsedge is Very 
Persistent! 

(Taken from Michael Vogt’s email blast of 8/24/18) 

 I believe I have seen more yellow nutsedge this year than 
ever before!  I’ll bet you didn’t know that Cyperus esculentus 
can be found wild, as a weed, on golf course tees, fairways, 
rough, sand bunkers and as a cultivated crop! 
 
 How come after spraying nutsedge and control appears to 
be near 100% effective, next year it’s back with a vengenance.  
It’s the nuts! 
 

It’s hard to kill the nuts! 
 

 Evidence exists for C. esculentus cultivation in Egypt 
since the sixth millennium BC and for several centuries in South-
ern Europe.  In Spain, C. esculentus is cultivated for its edible 
tubers, called earth almonds or tiger nuts, for the preparation of 
horchata de chufa, a sweet, milk-like beverage.  However, in 
most other countries, C. esculentus is considered a weed, espe-
cially on your golf course, every  year, in the same place, espe-
cially during prolonged wet periods. 
 
 Herbicides that contain halosulfuron or sulfentrazone are 
recommended for  yellow nutsedge control, and they work fine, 
but as the summer progresses, nutsedge plants form seed heads 
and tubers.  Since the tubers (nuts) are the plants’ primary survival structure, it is critical to 
control nutsedge early in the summer before it produces tubers (nuts). 
 
 Be patient.  Two, three, or maybe four years of control using herbicides will be needed 
to reduce viable tubers in the soil by 90%.  Herbicide applications will injure growing yellow 
nutsedge plants and help prevent more tubers from forming, but no selective herbicide applica-
tions will control tubers that are viable in the soil but have not yet produced plants. 
 
 It just goes to show, the job’s not done until you get rid of all the nuts!  Or, harvest those 
little morsels and enjoy them with a cold beer.  Yum!  Tiger nuts! 
 
Editor’s Note:  This email caught my eye because yellow nutsedge is taking over my home lawn so I figured 
it was growing like a bad weed on your golf courses as well.  Michael Vogt was very quick to respond in the 
affirmative when I asked for permission to reprint this article.  If you would like to receive Michael’s very 
informative email blasts, simply contact him at mikey@miketurf.  He will also be offering a business related 
seminar at the upcoming Golf Industry Show in San Diego in February 2019. 

Cyperus esculentus 


